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304 General Notes. [May, 

ANTHROPOLOGY. 

Anthropological Notes. — Under the editorial supervision of Mr. 
Edward Arber, of London, a volume of great interest will appear during 
the coming season. It will be a reprint of the first three English books 
on America. The first was printed at Antwerp by John of Doesborowe, 
about 1511, a book " of the new Landes, and of the People founde by 
the Messengers of the Kynge of Portyngale, named Emanuel." The 
second is a translated extract from the Cosmographia (1540) of Se- 
bastian Muenster, professor of Hebrew at the University of Basle, en- 
titled A Treatese of the Newe India, with other new founde Landes and 
Islandes as well Eastwarde as Westwarde, as they are known and founde 
in these our days, etc. The third is a collection of the first English 
Voyages, Traffics, and Discoveries, containing Peter Martyr's Decades, 
and other interesting articles. 

The attention of anthropologists is most earnestly directed to the cir- 
cular letter of the anthropological subsection of the American Associa- 
tion for the Advancement of Science, inviting them to attend the meet- 
ing to be held in Buffalo the present year, prepared to read papers on 
interesting subjects. 

Messrs. Macmillan have in press a volume by Mr. E. G. Squier, 
being " Incidents of Travel and Explorations in the Land of the Incas." 

Correspondenz-Blatt of January 1st has a supplement containing a 
catalogue of all the public and private collections of ethnological, anthro- 
pological, and prehistorical collections in Germany. The Smithsonian 
Institution commenced such a catalogue for all branches of scientific 
study within the United States, some time ago, and many hundreds have 
responded to their circular. 

The fourth number of Revue d' ' Anthropologic comes to us with an un- 
usually interesting collection of articles. The principal ones are Re- 
cherches sur l'lndice Orbetaire, by Paul Broca; Ethnogenie des Popula- 
tions du Nord-Ouest de la France, by Gustave Lagneau ; Origine du 
Bronze, by G. de Mortillet ; Le Feu chez les Peuplades primitives, by 
Mine. Clemence Royer. 

The contents of the twelfth number of Materiaux pour l'Histoire 
primitive et naturelle de l'Homme are of a more special character. 
The drawing of the royal tomb of Koaloba, in the Crimea, possesses 
much interest. 

A very interesting paper was read before the British Scandinavian 
Society, January 18th, on some recent discoveries of tumuli belonging 
to the viking age. Among other objects a boat eighty feet long and 
eighteen wide, with high prow, is like some now used in certain parts of 
the Norwegian coast. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Playfair reports the discovery at Aures, in Algiers, 
of Roman ruins of the most magnificent character. The inhabitants bear 
unmistakable testimony to the classic origin of their features, language, 
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and customs. Many remains of Roman edifices, some of them crowned 
with Byzantine structures, were found. The full account is in a Blue 
Book, just issued, of consular reports to the Foreign Office, London. 

Dr. Hooker is in receipt of a private letter describing the warlike 
habits of the Papuans. No man leaves his dwelling for his bit of culti- 
vated land, even, without his powerful bamboo bow and a few deadly poi- 
soned arrows. These are pointed and barbed with human bone, brought 
to almost needle-like sharpness, and most carefully and neatly finished. 
They are poisoned by being plunged in a human corpse for several days. 
— 6. T. Mason. 



GEOLOGY AND PALEONTOLOGY. 

Gigantic Mammals of the Rocky Mountains. — We have al- 
ready (page 182) called attention to Professor Marsh's discovery of the 
remarkably small brain of the Dinocerata, a group of large tertiary 




(Fio. 19.) SKULL OP BRONTOTHEKIUM INGENS. 
Side view ; one twelfth natural size. 

mammals of the West. In the American Journal of Science and Arts 
for April, he discusses the principal characters of the Brontotheridxe, 




(Fis. 20.) OUTLINE OF SKULL AND BRAIN CAVITY 0E BKONTOTHERIUM INGENS. 
Top view ; one tenth natural size. 
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